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notes

ears lumber, crocus’ bloom, birds circle above, hope and renewal

abound - at last, spring is here! While flowers and animals keep busy,
stalks from last year’s harvest begin to nourish the soil, ensuring the fall
harvest. Right now, Fred, George, and Danny are preparing the soil at
Meadowview, working hard to ensure the next step in our breeding of blight-
resistant chestnuts. All along the East, member volunteers are also
beginning to till the soil at regional breeding centers.

While you turn the pages of this issue of The Journal, you will enjoy a
celebration of the past, including cherished chestnut harvests in the old sheep
pasture, important chestnut sales at grandfather’s corner store, and knee-
high chestnut mast. From the Scotch-Irish desire to head for the moun-
tains toward chestnut bounty, to the stone mason’s half-full cement sack for
his family, the American chestnut was an important part of our economy,
culture and survival. It was hope and security throughout the East.

As we look at our past, we begin to experience how life was in the two
articles by David Cameron, one about the folklorist Charlotte Ross, and
the other about the famous stock drives of Appalachia. Yet only those
who lived among the great chestnuts, such as Donald McCall and Georgia
Miller who tell their own stories here, actually know how it was. For many,
our curiosity about the spectacular past of the American chestnut feeds
our interest in the tree’s future.

Informed by his long-term view as a geophysicist, Dr. Paillet presents
his own perspective of American chestnut past, present and future in a
tour of chestnut ecology. Then, he leads us through the reconstruction
of the history of a small present-day grove of chestnut, a comparison of
American chestnut and its only American cousin, the chinquapin, and finally
to the discovery of true chestnut grandeur in the Caucasus Mountains of
Russia. Itisa perspective I am sure you will welcome.

Based on many year’s of hands-on research, Chandis Klinger presents
a pragmatic discussion of methods to start chestnut in the woods. In his
quest to discover an effective and inexpensive means to protect chestnuts
from a wide number of potential threats, Mr. Klinger explains the pro’s
and con’s of tubes, cans, wood slabs, and more to protect the seedlings.
It is essential reading for any chestnut grower.
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