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National Guard assists in chestnut tree restoration

Volunteers plant American chestnuts at the Tennessee Army
National Guard's Volunteer Training Site in Milan.

In cooperation with the American Chestnut Foundation (TACF),

the Tennessee Army National Guard has established an experimental
American chestnut test orchard at its training site in Lavinia, Tenn.,
also known as Volunteer Training Site-Milan.

Over 500 chestnuts were planted April 18 at the orchard in Lavinia.
They have been selected for blight resistance over several generations
through an intensive back-crossbreeding program initiated by the
foundation over 20 years ago. The resulting trees will be used to
further select for resistance and to provide pollen and seeds to be used
in producing an even more highly resistant generation of trees.

The American chestnut was all but wiped out by an imported fungal
blight during the first half of the 20th century. Aside from a small
number of anomalous "mother trees," these chestnuts today exist in
the wild only as root sprouts and are killed by the blight long before
they reach reproductive age.

Prior to this devastating blight, the American chestnut was the
dominant timber species in the eastern portion of the United States, in
many areas comprising over 25% of the canopy trees in eastern forests.
American chestnut wood was fast growing, strong, rot resistant, and its
nutritious nuts provided a vital food source for wildlife, livestock and
humans alike.

In addition to the Lavinia orchard, the Tennessee National Guard has
established a back-cross nursery at its training facility in Catoosa
County, Georgia. About 760 seeds have been planted at these Guard sites
this year.

This project is funded by the Department of Defense Legacy Resource
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1-40 White Bridge
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Interchange goes
forward

Governor Phil Bredesen
joined TDOT Commissioner
Gerald Nicely, Senator
Douglas Henry,
Representative Gary Odom,
Mayor Karl Dean and other
state and local officials in
Nashville to break ground on
Phase Il of the Interstate 40-
White Bridge Road
interchange.

—_———

Dru's Profile
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