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AKRON, Ohio — American chestnut trees were once called the redwoods of the East, the kings of the forest.

Tall, stately and majestic, the woodland giants dominated forests from Maine to Alabama, stretching west into the
Great Lakes region and Ohio Valley.

American chestnuts accounted for up to 20 percent of the trees growing in northern Ohio forests.

sently Named
The American chestnut was virtually wiped out in Ohio in the 1920s and 1930s, the victim of a fungus from Asia. :

Forbes Magazine

The blight from Asian chestnut trees was discovered in New York City in 1904. The orange-tinged cankers destroyed i ine of the
3% billion American chestnuts in the eastern United States in the decades that followed. By 1950, the giants were all

but gone. ‘25 FASTEST
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Now, there is hope that the American chestnut will make a comeback — although the process could take thousands G RDWING
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With the help of volunteers across the country, his
group is gradually changing the genetics, and results
suggest there may be hope for the once-grand tree.
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Milpitas refine the American chestnut genetics. Its Ohio

group is doing double duty: working to keep the all-

D-H-I-!Illll'ﬂlﬂ'r'.‘v':'f Ohio American chestnut alive and, in cooperation

Flmerica’s Buitaor with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources,

B using the trees to reclaim acidic strip-mined lands in
e wwwDRHortoncom o Ohio.

Creating the resistant tree is the challenge to
Burhans' 5,000-member American Chestnut Foundation.

When cross-pollinated with the squat Chinese chestnut, they can resist the blight. They are then repeatedly rebred
with pollen from the pure and statelier American chestnut, making each generation slightly more American. Itis a
time-consuming process, because the new tree must grow two to four years before it begins to flower, and nuts can
be produced, harvested and planted again.

Each generation is inoculated with blight and screened for resistance, and only the most resistant trees are used in
future crosses.
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