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Chestnut makes a comeback
Blight-resistent sapling planted at Philpott
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Friends of Philpott, said her late father's farm in Franklin County used to be covered in American
chestnut trees.

“They used it for their homes, their fences, their furniture,” Jessee said. “They would let hogs run loose
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in the woods and forage for chestnuts, and it would fatten them up.”

Jessee said her father, who was born in 1911, used to tell stories about the trees before they were
wiped out.

“He said the whole mountain that frames the farm would be white with blossoms. You can’t even
imagine,” she said.

Now, the land still has chestnut sprouts coming up, but “they get to a certain age and die,” Jessee said.

To restore the tree to its former status as “king of the forest,” TACF is breeding advanced blight-
resistant hybrids at its research farm in Meadowview.

The second phase of TACF's plan is creating enough of these trees for reforestation, Mayes said.

“Hopefully, a few years from now, we're going to start making entire forests out of these trees,” she
said, but added, “That's a huge challenge.”

Teresa Setliff, chemistry teacher at Bassett High School, brought a group of advanced placement
chemistry and environmental science students to the ceremony Wednesday.

“This was a good lesson,” Setliff said. “Hopefully, they will take away an appreciation for the
environment and a knowledge of what invasive species can do to native species.”

During the ceremony, students and other attendees lined up to toss handfuls of soil into a bucket that
officials would use to plant the 2-foot-tall tree on the side of the hill below the Philpott Lake overlook.

Junior Tessa Law said the class gained an awareness of the American chestnut’s plight. Repopulating
the tree will help the ecosystem, she said, because “when you lose one tree, you lose others through
the domino effect.”

Senior Faith Collins said she was not familiar with the chestnut before, but added, “I learned a lot about
it” on Wednesday.

“It's part of our history. We need to keep it around,” she said.
Linda Drage, president of Friends of Philpott, also attended the tree-planting.

“This is great,” Drage said. “We're going to be watching this tree routinely and hopefully get some more
trees planted in the area.”

She added the organization hopes to do lectures in the community “to let more people be aware of it.”

State Sen. Roscoe Reynolds, D-Ridgeway, said, “I hope that the efforts of everyone involved with this
will help return the chestnut to its glory days,” and it will be “something we can pass on to future
generations.”

Del. Ward Armstrong, D-Collinsville, said that he has “always voted in favor of the chestnut” and noted
“how important ... and instructive it is to repopulate it.”

Other speakers were Susan Martin and Daniel Brown of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The tree planted at Philpott joins ceremonial chestnuts that were planted at Monticello, Mount Vernon
and the Smithsonian.
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