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looked over and saw a tree he did not recognize. Curious, he sent samples of the leaves
to West Virginia University for analysis. There it was determined the tree was a rare
American Chestnut tree.

The tree still stands on Robinson's land, appears healthy and continues to grow. In
November 2007, tree experts from WVU came to look at the tree and confirm the find.
Among them was William MacDonald, professor of plant and soil sciences, who said, "It's

Eugene Blake: A Killer real unusual.”
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Business

MacDonald, visiting in Marshall County recently, said the American Chestnut is found
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more often in other parts of the state particularly in the eastern mountains. Those don't
generally get to be the size of the one on Robinson's property. It is the only such tree he
knows of in Marshall County, however, he admits he doesn't look for them and there may
be others.

How the tree got there can only be speculated, possibly a bird carrying the seed.

"This tree is a lot older than it looks,” MacDonald explained. "It could be 30 to 40 years
old but is being suppressed by the other trees around it. It hasn't had the opportunity to
grow. It's a pretty unique individual."

It has about an 8-inch trunk and is about 40 feet tall. If trees around it were cut, it would
grow more quickly.

MacDonald also explained it is unable to reproduce without another like tree in the area.
"It may produce burrs, but they won't germinate,” he said. "This one has survived. It has
no infections.™

Once prevalent along the east coast and as far west as Indiana, American Chestnut trees
are now difficult to find after being nearly being wiped out, by the 1950s, from a tree
fungus introduced from Asia. They can grow 80 to100 feet tall and in excess of six feet in
diameter.

Prior to the 1900s , the trees were popular for building homes and barns because the
wood was lightweight, easy to work with, and could grow branch-free for up to 50 feet.
Wood from the trees was also used for furniture, fence posts, musical instruments and
more. In addition, the nut itself was eaten by people and animals.

WVU and other researchers have developed treatments for the blight and are trying to
preserve the American Chestnut. Robinson, 85, said he's heard stories of other American
Chestnut trees being "up on the ridge" above the tree he found, at one time, but has
never found evidence of them. "l don't know where they went," he said.

Subscribe to The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register

Share:

b [E3Facebook ﬂMySpace ZhiDigg @Stumble Buzz up! {JMixx FFark pidel.icio.us §&5LiveSpaces

Member Comments

View Comments: | Post a comment

No comments posted for this article.

file:///CJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/Admini strator/Desktop/DrMacDonald.htm (2 of 4)9/2/2008 9:39:23 AM


http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/509/Local-Columns.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/510/Community.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/522/Movie-Short-Takes.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/514/Letters-to-the-Editor.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/511/Editorials.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/516/Obituaries.html
http://www.pzzl.nl/newsday/crossword/
http://vnr.oweb.net/vnr/add_submission.asp?categoryID=352&publicationID=1
http://vnr.oweb.net/vnr/add_submission.asp?categoryID=352&publicationID=1
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/534/News.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/535/WV-State.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/536/OH-State.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/537/National.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/538/International.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/529/Sports.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/523/Local-Sports.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/539/WV-Sports.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/540/OH-Sports.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/541/National.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/524/Sports-Columns.html
http://www.ogden20kclassic.com/
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/5015/Wheeling-Nailers.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/5083/Chalk-Talk.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/5084/Mountaineer-Madness.html
http://vnr.oweb.net/vnr/main_category.asp?categoryID=390&publicationID=1
http://vnr.oweb.net/vnr/main_category.asp?categoryID=390&publicationID=1
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/528/Arts---Living.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/512/Engagements.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/525/Weddings.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/507/Anniversaries.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/505/Columns.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/506/Features.html
http://vnr.oweb.net/vnr/main_category.asp?categoryID=377&publicationID=1
http://www.hot-ads.com/browse/index.cfm?SID=WV&RGID=01000000000&CID=3
http://www.hot-ads.com/browse/index.cfm?SID=WV&RGID=01000000000&CID=3
http://jobs.theintelligencer.net/
http://www.hot-ads.com/
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/517/OV-Real-Estate.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/588.html
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510
javascript:GetThis('Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron', 'Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron', 'http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510', 3)
javascript:GetThis('Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron', 'Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron', 'http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510', 3)
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&bodytext=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&media=news&topic=world_news
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&bodytext=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&media=news&topic=world_news
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron
http://buzz.yahoo.com/article/pub/http%253A%252F%252Fwww.theintelligencer.net%252Fpage%252Fcontent.detail%252Fid%252F513714.html%253Fnav%253D510
http://www.mixx.com/
http://www.mixx.com/
http://cgi.fark.com/cgi/fark/farkit.pl?u=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&h=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron
http://cgi.fark.com/cgi/fark/farkit.pl?u=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510&h=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron
http://delicious.com/save
http://delicious.com/save
http://spaces.live.com/BlogIt.aspx?Title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&SourceURL=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510
http://spaces.live.com/BlogIt.aspx?Title=Rare%20Tree%20Has%20Roots%20in%20Cameron&SourceURL=http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/content.detail/id/513714.html?nav=510
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L45/1625938500/Right2/OgdenNew/TIWW_Gerrero_Music_120x120/GERRERO_MUSIC_04612.gif/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L45/1286667912/Right3/OgdenNew/TIWW_Elm_Grove_Dodge_120x120/elmgrovesmallanimate.gif/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L45/1286667912/Right3/OgdenNew/TIWW_Elm_Grove_Dodge_120x120/elmgrovesmallanimate.gif/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d

Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron - The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register

. CU Galleries You must first login before you can comment.

. Online Extras

Not a Member? Create a Member Account

. Ohio Valley Parent

*Your email r :
. 1 Love to Travel our email address: | |

. Customer Service *Password: I |
Forgot Password?

. Affiliated Sites

[E1 Remember my email address.

4) HEADLINE NEWS VIDEQ

*
Faway  ~oians 4

WFEATURING GOLF AND SPORTING CLAYS I

+

CU

]
ETAWAY il Q

FEATURING GOLF AND SPORTING CLAYS

T

CLICK HERE

file:///CJ/Documents%20and%20Setti ngs/Administrator/Desktop/DrM acDonal d.htm (3 of 4)9/2/2008 9:39:23 AM


http://cu.theintelligencer.net/
http://www.ovparent.com/

http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/memberscreate.create/
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/memberslogin.forgotpw/
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L24/1933737740/Middle1/OgdenNew/TIWW_7Springs_Summer_468x60/7s_ironsandsteel.jpg/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L24/1933737740/Middle1/OgdenNew/TIWW_7Springs_Summer_468x60/7s_ironsandsteel.jpg/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d
http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L24/954575755/Right/OgdenNew/TIWW_HA_CU_Sports_160x600/SPORTS_2.gif/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d

Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron - The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register

CU

CLICK HERE

Special Sections | Blogs | Local News | Sports | Arts & Living | Classifieds | Jobs | CU Galleries

Terms of Service and Privacy Policy

file:///CJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/Admini strator/Desktop/DrMacDonald.htm (4 of 4)9/2/2008 9:39:23 AM


http://oascentral.theintelligencer.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.theintelligencer.net/local_news/community/L24/954575755/Right/OgdenNew/TIWW_HA_CU_Sports_160x600/SPORTS_2.gif/32484b4a51306939515759414254544d
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/1.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/blogs.list/
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/526.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/529.html
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/528.html
http://www.hot-ads.com/browse/index.cfm?SID=WV&RGID=01000000000&CID=3
http://jobs.theintelligencer.net/
http://cu.theintelligencer.net/
http://www.theintelligencer.net/page/category.detail/nav/5030/Terms_of_Service.html

	Local Disk
	Rare Tree Has Roots in Cameron - The Intelligencer / Wheeling News-Register


	PLJAAJNPIECMNMBAPCPEPFNDHBCHBAFH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 

	f3: GO
	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: WN
	f2: 

	f3: GO
	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: Go
	f3: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 1
	f4: 1

	f5: Login
	f6: 




