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High School Students Plant Trees On Strip Mine Site
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FLINT GAP, Va. — About 60 Southwest Virginia high school students braved a chilly rain Friday to plant hardwood trees, including
American chestnuts, on a reclaimed mining site near Dante, Va.

The plantings were part of an Arbor Day observance.

“The support and enthusiasm for Arbor Day is tremendous," said Butch Lambert, director of the state’s Division of Mined Land

Reclamation. "In addition to being a fun experience for the students, Arbor Day also Virginia of
Learning [SOL]. The Arbor Day sponsors gave presentations that directly related to secondary SOLs for biology and earth science.”

Prior to 1900, the American chestnut was a dominant tree in North America’s Eastern forests. Since that time, the chestnut has
succumbed to blight inadvertently introduced from Asia.

Marshall Case, president of the American Chestnut Foundation, said the future of the chestnut "holds a promise of return to
dominance. ACF hopes to use surface-mined land as sites for introducing blight-resistant American chestnuts. Arbor Day events are ¥ |
excellent opportunities to share the promise of restoring the American chestnut.”
Ervinton High sophomore Victoria Turner said she thought planting the trees was a good project for her class. \
“ o

"I like getting dirty,” she said, adding that she enjoys studying about trees. Photo by Tim Cox
Laken Boyd of Dickenson County Career Center plants trees at the Arbor Day event.

Ervinton biology teacher Hope Farmer agreed the field trip was beneficial for her ecology/ biology class.

"We've already dealt with a reforestation project before,” she said, but it focused on water. N E T I: |_ | H
The students are working on developing an outdoor classroom and wanted to learn how to plant American chestnuts at their school,
Farmer said. An °ffer you

can't refuse

Lynn Scarlett, deputy secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior, was very appreciative of the Ervinton High and Coeburn Career
Center students’ efforts, despite working in muddy areas.

"It's great to see them out there,” she said. "... The trees need the rain.”

Scarlett also said the students were planting for the future, which needs science, conservation and partnerships to make things
happen.

While rain and a threat of flooding kept away some students, plans are to finish planting up to 1500 trees on the cleared acre of the
85-acre property, said Mike Abbott, Department of Mine, Minerals and Energy spokesman.

Along with the American chestnuts, students were planting white oak, black oak, northern red oak and yellow poplar tree varieties.

The Russell County reforestation effort was also a carbon sequestration project, said Brad Kreps of the Nature Conservancy.
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Trees capture carbon dioxide and "reforestation projects are one of the many projects to slow climate change," he said. TH ALLIANC TH ALLIANG

The project also used techniques developed from Virginia Tech studies, which found that trees planted on land that is not
“compacted,” as is traditionally done on mine reclamation sites, grow better and fuller. Kreps hoped they can "re-establish a mixed,
native Appalachian [vegetation] site."
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The Nature Conservancy specifically worked with the Forest Land Group to lease the Flint Gap site for 60 years. The goal is to make it
permanent so the site becomes part of the surrounding forest.

Take Pride in America and the Appalachian Regional Reforestation Initiative were also involved in Friday’s event.

fileicy JsersiD 5 ArborDay.htm (1.of M

Johnson City

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Smart
Movel

Click here for
MORE INFORMATION

Johnson City

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

‘Smart
Move!

Click here for
MORE INFORMATION

Valet Service
at Self-Park
Rates.

Contact State Farm Agent

Sheila Wandel! CLU, Agent
2313 Browns Mill Road
Johnson City, TN 37604-1961

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
)

PO7O00E






http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/home.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/obituary.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/weather.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/sports.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/entertainment.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/living.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/opinions.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/webcasts.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/classifieds.html
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/839160485/Top/OasDefault/tri_StateFarm1_2008_04_01/Jerry_Greene_-_728x90.jpg/64383732383937363437666136366330
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/1898893444/Top/OasDefault/tri_SouthwestAdult_2_2007_11_05/TRI112007SouthWestAdultEd728x90.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/1898893444/Top/OasDefault/tri_SouthwestAdult_2_2007_11_05/TRI112007SouthWestAdultEd728x90.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/1687784005/Middle/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666136366330
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/223375207/Middle/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/223375207/Middle/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/state.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/national_news.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/obituaries.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/consumer.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/education.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/medical.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news/business.html
http://c.casalemedia.com/c?s=88255&f=4&id=1933485252.39297
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/540817353/Left3/OasDefault/tri_MSHA_2007_08_07/tri_MSHA_2007_06_04_html.html/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/540817353/Left3/OasDefault/tri_MSHA_2007_08_07/tri_MSHA_2007_06_04_html.html/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/540817353/Left3/OasDefault/tri_MSHA_2007_08_07/tri_MSHA_2007_06_04_html.html/64383732383937363437666131626230

javascript:newWindow(emailUrl,'emailWin',600,565)
javascript:newWindow(emailUrl,'emailWin',600,565)
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news.PrintView.-content-articles-TRI-2008-04-06-0014.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/news.PrintView.-content-articles-TRI-2008-04-06-0014.html
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/167886562/Right1/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666136366330
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/872661092/Right1/OasDefault/tri_JohnsonCityFCU_2008_01_04/JCFCU160x300.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/872661092/Right1/OasDefault/tri_JohnsonCityFCU_2008_01_04/JCFCU160x300.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/1016444815/Right2/OasDefault/tri_StateFarm2_2008_04_01/Sheila_Wandell_-_160x600.jpg/64383732383937363437666131626230

High School Students Plant Trees On St Mine Site - News - TriCities.com

Daily News, Weather and more from the Bristol Herald Courier, News Channel 11, & TriCities.com

©2008 Media General C
Terms & Conditions | FCC EEO Info

Holdings, LLC. A Media General company.©2008 Media General Communications Holdings, LLC. A Media General company.

s ArborDay.htm (2 of

Valet Service
at Self-Park
Rates.

Contact State Farm Agent

Sheila Wandell CLU, Agent
2313 Browns Mill Road
Johnson City, TN 37604-1961

PO7O00E



http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/1016444815/Right2/OasDefault/tri_StateFarm2_2008_04_01/Sheila_Wandell_-_160x600.jpg/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/2066411793/Left1/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666136366330
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/2137507287/Left1/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tricities.com/news/2008/04/06/0014/2137507287/Left1/default/empty.gif/64383732383937363437666131626230
http://www.mediageneral.com/
http://www.mediageneral.com/
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/aboutus/terms.html
http://www.tricities.com/tristate/tri/aboutus/jhl/fcc.html

	Local Disk
	High School Students Plant Trees On Strip Mine Site - News - TriCities.com


	OKCMCFNCCADFJGNEOEPKIJKFIDGFJAOD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: submitquery
	f2: 1
	f3: Keywords
	f4: 

	f5: Search
	f6: 




